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Taxation by Executive Action.

It is necessary to refer at this stage to the fact that under
the present Constitution, as was pointed out by the Joint
Select Committee on the Government of India Bill, 1919,
certain classes of taxation can still be laid upon the people
of India, by executive action, without, in some cases, any
statutory limitation of the rates and in other cases, any
adequate prescription by statute of the methods of assess-
ment. This is a grave defect and should be remedied in
the new Constitution, either by provision as a fundamental
right or in any other manner. It should be specifically
provided that all public taxes and imposts must without
exception be authorized by law; and that no action in
relation to imposition, alteration, or abolition of any
taxation or imposts may be taken save in pursuance of law.
This provision exists in several constitutions, such as those
of Czechoslovakia (Article in), Belgium (Article no),
Poland (Article 6), &c.

Certification of Money Bills.

In view of the fact that private members of the legisla-
ture can propose reduction or abolition of taxation when
money bills come up before the legislature, it is necessary
to consider what provision should be made in case a
Finance Bill (or any other Money Bill) is either wholly
rejected or so mutilated as to prove inadequate to meet the
needs of all the public departments for any year. Such a
contingency has arisen in the past and has been dealt with
by resort to the power of certification which the Governor-
General possesses under section 67 B of the Government of
India Act. The exercise of this power naturally causes
dissatisfaction, but in constitution-making, as in every
human endeavour, while hoping for the best, one must
provide for the worst.